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{(Abstract)

The Cultural and Symbolic Significance of
Sino—Japanese (Goon, Kanon, Toon) and Native

Readings (Kure, Kara)

Cho, Dai—Ha

This paper examines the cultural and symbolic significance of the three
Sino-Japanese reading strata (On’yomi: Goon, Kanon, Toon) and the native
readings (Kun'yomi: Kure and Kara), analyzing how this system reflects Japan’s
centuries—long pattern of cultural reception and the establishment of its linguistic
identity.

The On’yomi system reflects the selective adoption of Chinese norms to
construct a multi-layered intellectual hierarchy: Goon (early Buddhist authority),
Kanon (Tang scholarly standard), and Toon (later practical currents).

In contrast, the flexible Kun'yomi conveys the spatial perception of the “foreign
land.” Kure (&) functions as a powerful metaphor for the authoritative origin and
early advanced technology, while Kara (%) signifies spatial universality for
continuous exchange.

We conclude that the co-existence of rigid On'yomi and adaptive Kun'yomi
reveals a highly sophisticated cultural strategy, allowing Japan to respect Chinese

literary authority while integrating its distinct native worldview.

Key Words : Kure (&), Kara (%), Multlayered Structure of Sino—Japanese,
Cultural Recognition Code, Conceptual Metaphor
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