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{(Abstract)

A Study on the Meaning and Popularization of
Otaku and Dukhoo

Cho, Hong—Mee

Currently, words such as Dukhoo, Dukjil, and Dukhoo-busim have had wide
currency in Korea. This social phenomenon reflects the reality of young people who
are trying their best to search for happiness and excitement despite the hardship of
their lives.

The term Dukhoo originates from the Japanese Otaku. After its first appearance
in Japan’ society in 1980s, the latter originally had a negative connotation and
Otaku people were frowned upon by most people. However, over the past 40
years, the achievements of many Otakus have been socially well recognized and
widely reevaluated by the public, and nowadays, they are perceived as positive and
hopeful people. The word Dukhoo has become popular in Korean in the same way
Otaku did in Japan, combined however with a Korean sentiment. In other words,
there are two types of Dukhoo: Otaku, which had been introduced in the early
20th century with a rather negative image, and Dukhoo, which, while derived from
the Japanese ‘Otaku’, was reborn as a Korean expression.

Thus, in this study we are going to establish the concepts of Japanese ‘Otaku’
and Korean Dukhoo and explore how these existences are accepted in both Korea
and Japan through a survey. Furthermore, by examining the change in meaning
and perception of Otaku and Dukhoo in the public opinion, we will consider the

role of Otakus in the future of the Korean society.

Key words : Otaku, Dukhoo, Mania, Popularization, change in recognition
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