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<Abstract>

A Text—theoretic Approach to Haruki Murakami’'s “Blank”
— Focusing on “Toni Takitani” and “Lederhosen” —

Cho, Hun—Goo

The present work takes a text—theoretic approach to Haruki
Murakami's novel “Blank” and attempts to provide the key to solving
problems lurking in the text by considering its narrative structure.

The objects of our analysis are the short stories "Lederhosen" and "Toni
Takitani." This seems to have engendered previous studies which explore
what meanings can be ascribed to “cloth” in the text. This approach
which focuses on the meaning of “cloth”, however, does not lead to the
interpretation of the text. Thus, the present study analyzes the relation
between the function of “cloth” and the interpretation of the text,
concluding that the relation is reflected in the narrative structure and vice
versa.

While the search for “treasure” in “Treasure Hunt” yields a “blank”
structure, the concept “cloth” in these short stories functions as an
ontological device to produce “blank.” The narrative structure thus
created guides the progress of a story. That is, the commonalities between
the two stories are the concept “cloth” which yields “blank” as well as

the narrative structure created.
Key Words: blank, narrative structure, Haruki Murakami, cloth, text
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