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{(Abstract)

The Narrative Structure of Miracles of the

Namiya General Store

- Cancellation of the Boundary between Healing and Fantasy -

An, Young—Hee

Miracles of the Namiya General Store has sold over 12 million copies
all over the world, and it is one of the best—selling novels in Korea. The
reason why the novel made a number of readers in the world moved is
that it destroyed the boundary between fantasy and healing. The Namiya
General Store serves as a mystical space where past and future letters are
exchanged. This novel makes the readers travel across time through
temporal and spatial fantasticality.

Miracles of the Namiya General Store features letters as a tool to
soothe despair. Letters from three banal unemployed young persons soothe
consulters and make miracles. To write passages represents the desire of
self—expression and the function of soothing. In this novel, letters soothe
not only the writers themselves but also the consulters.

Temporal and spatial fantasticality and the soothing function of letters,
portrayed in Miracles of the Namiya General Store, attract a number of
readers. Furthermore, the novel has the flawless structure of miracles which
makes people from every generation touched. This epic structure is what
makes the readers moved.

Key words: Miracles of the Namiya General Store, Keigo Higashino,

letter, fantasticality, fantasy
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