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{(Abstract)

The Russo - Japanese War and Imperial Literature

Suh, Jae—Gon

In the present paper, I analyse the academia of the University of Tokyo
and the movement of Imperial Literature during the early period of the
Russo - Japanese War by examining three war poems included in Imperial
Literature(April, 1904) and the textbooks published during the same period.

First, The Poem of Russia—Conquering Marching by Kumezo Tsuboi
inherits the theme of ‘Our Government Army underlying A band of
Swordsmen by Masakazu Toyama, included in Shintaishisho.

Second, the core members of the academia of the University of Tokyo,
such as Tsuboi, Kazutoshi Ueda, and Yaichi Haga, were actively involved
in the creation of textbooks for ‘junior high schools’ and ‘servicemen’, but
the textbooks relating to the First Sino - Japanese War such as ‘SINTENHU
(K Nf)  were repeatedly used for junior high school students and
servicemen, acting as the symbol of the victory of the war.

Each textbook encompasses texts for congratulatory addresses and for
condolences necessary for various rituals. Further, The Poem of Victory—
Celebration Marching by Haga enlivened the atmosphere of ‘the news of

victory’ and even hammered out the ‘Asia—decentralised statement’.

Key words : Russo—Japanese War, Imperial Literature, Kumezo Tsuboi,
Kazutoshi Ueda, Yaichi Haga
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