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<Abstract>

Semantic Analysis of the Temperature—denoting

Adjectives “Atsui’, “Atatakai’, and “Nurui’

— Focusing on Meaning Extensions Based on Metaphor -

Lee, Jung—Ha

This paper analyzes each of several meanings and aspects of meaning extensions
of “atsui”, “atatakai” and “nurui” from the perspective of cognitive linguistics using
naturally —occurring examples. Our goal is to schematize the aspects of meaning
extensions based on the result of our analysis.

“Atsui’, “atatakai” and “nurui” extend their meaning from “basic meaning’, the
prototype meaning of each word, in terms of two types of figurative language:
metaphor and metonymy.

“Atsui” and “atatakai” extend their meaning from “basic meaning’, the prototype
meaning of each word, to five “extended meanings”. Furthermore, as the meaning
extension goes on from “basic meaning” to its subcategories, their meaning moves
from concrete meaning to abstract meaning, and the meaning would extend by
metonymy based on contiguity and relevance concerning socio—cultural experiences
rather than metaphor based on similarity.

“Atsui” and “atatakai” show diversion, the synaesthetic feature, from tactile to
auditory or visual in the process of meaning extension. However, “nurui” does not
show diversion in the process of meaning extension although its meaning extends
from “basic meaning”, the prototypical meaning of a word, to one ‘extended
meaning”.

Key words : cognitive linguistics, meaning extension, atsui, atatakai, nurui
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