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{(Abstract)

Qultural Transmission and Transformation of

Japanese Mythology

- Focusing on “Princess Mononoke” by Hayao Miyazaki —

Hong, Seong—Mok

We believe that the difficulty of “Princess Mononoke”, an animated feature
film directed by Hayao Miyazaki and released by Studio Ghibli in 1997, is
due to the inclusion of the worldview of Japanese mythology as conveyed in
Japanese mythology. This is because the animals that play an important role in
this work, namely the boars, the dogs, and the deer, have their own images in
Japanese mythology and are essential to understanding this work.

In Japanese mythology, the boar appears as a being that brings death to
champions. This is why the boar is thought to have come to appear in “Princess
Mononoke” as a being that places a death curse on the main character
Ashitaka. It also seems that the ancient Japanese believed that the white dog
had special abilities and was conceived of as an animal that helped people.
Therefore, the white dog may have been chosen as the animal to help
Ashitaka and San. Deer have long been considered sacred in Japan, and are
also regarded as pests that destroy crops. The dual nature of ‘life and death’
of the Deer God depicted in “Princess Mononoke” is a manifestation of the
deer’s dual nature as a sacred animal and as a vermin that destroys crops. In
other words, the double—sidedness of the deer is reflected not only in their

appearance but also in their characteristics.

Key words : Princess Mononoke, Japanese mythology, wild boar, white dog,
deer
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